
Safety and protection zones  
for offshore renewables 

The Offshore Infrastructure Regulator has responsibility for overseeing work health and safety, infrastructure 
integrity and environmental management for offshore infrastructure activities in the Commonwealth offshore area.
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Offshore Electricity 
Infrastructure Act 
framework 
The Offshore Electricity Infrastructure Act 2021 (OEI 
Act) framework provides for the establishment 
of safety and protection zones around offshore 
renewable energy infrastructure (OREI) and offshore 
electricity transmission infrastructure (OETI). 

The purpose of safety and protection zones is to 
protect the safety of workers and other marine users 
and to reduce the risks of damage to infrastructure. 

The exact details and duration of these areas will 
be determined on a project-by-project basis by the 
Offshore Infrastructure Regulator (OIR). 

Safety and protection zones will most commonly 
be determined (approved), varied or revoked in 
response to a successful application to the OIR by 
an OEI Act licence holder. The OIR may also make 
a determination on its own initiative such as in 
emergency situations. 

The OEI Act framework operates under the principle 
of shared use of the offshore marine environment, 
recognising all users and balancing competing 
interests. Licence holders will be required to provide 
appropriate justification for the size and shape of the 
proposed zones and are encouraged to minimise the 
size of zones to the extent practicable.

Safety zones 
To minimise risks to the safety of workers 
undertaking offshore infrastructure activities, and to 
other users of the marine environment, the OIR may 
establish temporary safety zones to prohibit vessels 
from entering or being present in a specified area 
surrounding eligible infrastructure. 

Safety zones will typically be established during 
the construction phase of an offshore renewables 
development when lighting and marking of OREI or 
OETI may not be operational, and there is a higher 
than usual number of vessels conducting activities in 
the field. 

Safety zones may also be established during major 
maintenance and decommissioning campaigns to 
ensure the protection of workers and reduce the risk 
of vessel collisions and damage to infrastructure. 

Once the project is fully constructed and operating 
normally, permanent operational safety zones will 
only be approved if there is clear justification for 
them. This is to ensure offshore infrastructure 
is appropriately protected without unreasonably 
restricting the movements of transiting vessels 
in accordance with international obligations and 
balancing coexistence with other marine users. 

Safety zones can extend up to a maximum distance 
of 500 metres around eligible infrastructure and can 
only take effect at the commencement of installation 
and construction activities.

 What infrastructure can be 
covered by a safety zone?
Eligible safety zone infrastructure includes OREI or 
OETI such as offshore sub stations, wind turbines and 
cables. 

Intra-array and export cabling can only be covered 
by a safety zone where the cable rests on the seabed 
and connects two or more pieces of OREI within the 
same licence area.

Protection zones 
Protection zones do not limit general access to an 
area but may place limits on certain activities such as 
anchoring, trawling or mining, which may present a 
risk to safety or damage OREI or OETI.

Protection zones can extend up to a maximum 
distance of 1,852 metres (equivalent to one nautical 
mile) around installed OREI or OETI.

Licence holders will need to provide a justification for 
the proposed protection zone with consideration to 
coexistence with other marine users to the extent 
practicable.

Planning and consultation with stakeholders  
OEI Act licence holders should communicate and discuss plans for proposed safety or protection zones with 
existing marine users and relevant government agencies such as the Australian Maritime Safety Authority. 

This consultation should be used to inform the licence holder’s planning for a safety or protection zone 
application including what measures should be implemented to reduce potential impacts on other marine users.

Public comment on proposed protection zones
The OIR will publish a notice on its website and invite submissions from the public on proposed protection 
zones. 

The notice will include a description of the proposed area and OREI or OETI to which the proposed zone 
relates and any activities that are proposed to be prohibited or restricted in the zone. The notice will specify 
how submissions can be made to the OIR and the timeframe for making submissions. 

The OIR will consider submissions received when deciding whether to grant or refuse the protection zone 
application. 

What do I need to include in applications for safety and 
protection zones?
Safety and protection zone applications will need to be provided to the OIR in the approved manner and form 
as published on the OIR’s website. 

Generally, applications for safety and protection zones should include:

•	 identification of the type of infrastructure proposed to be covered (e.g. OREI, OETI)
•	 the area being requested and proposed duration for the zone
•	 details of the infrastructure, including the location in GDA94 
•	 a layout /map of the infrastructure and proposed zone
•	 a shape file for the area being requested under the proposed zone
•	 a summary of consultation undertaken including key matters raised and measures to be put in place to 

minimise disruption to other marine users.

Refer to our safety and protection zone guideline for further information about preparing a safety or 
protection zone application or what we consider when deciding whether to determine a safety or protection 
zone. 



Communication of safety 
and protection zones 
Where zones have been determined licence holders 
will be expected to bring these to the attention 
of mariners with as much notice as possible and 
through all means appropriate to the local situation 
and marine user base.

Determined safety zones and protection zones will 
be published on the Federal Register of Legislation at 
legislation.gov.au and published on the OIR website 
at oir.gov.au. 

The OIR will also provide relevant information to the 
Australian Hydrographic Office for charting of zones 
where appropriate. 

Varying or revoking a 
determined zone 
Variations or revocations of safety or protection 
zones will be determined in response to an 
application submitted to the OIR by a licence holder 
when the zone is no longer required to mitigate 
the risks to safety or infrastructure. Variations or 
revocations may also occur at the OIR’s own initiative 
or in other circumstances.

Interactions with  
Native Title 
Where Native Title is claimed in relation to the areas 
of a determined zone, the OIR will engage with the 
relevant licence holder and may vary or revoke the 
determination prior to any Native Title determination 
being made. 

Safety zones may be established at any point in the lifecycle of an offshore infrastructure project. 

Safety zones are typically in place during periods of high activity such as during the construction, 
maintenance and decommissioning phases of an offshore renewables development to assure the safety of 
other users of the marine environment and protect infrastructure from damage.

Once the project is fully constructed and operating normally, operational safety or protection zones will be 
approved only where there is a clear justification for their implementation.

Protection zones are more long term in nature and can prohibit or restrict vessels from conducting certain 
types of activities that involve a serious risk to human safety or serious risk of damaging infrastructure.
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Safety and protection zone assessment process 
The diagram below provides an overview of the assessment process for safety and protection zones. The 
process applies to applications for new zones and applications to vary or revoke determined zones.  
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assessment process.
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